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Get Ready for Summer 2016 at Lake Buckhorn!

Message from the LBPOA President – Dan Jackson
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March is the beginning of the new year for the board. This
year, the board welcomes Jerry Lang, with Judd Shuler and
John Archer reelected. As a group, we have set goals and
reviewed the year behind us.
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Capital projects we are considering:
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Roads are the most expensive and recurring capital expense.
The cost of material has risen steeply over the years, making it
very difficult to keep ahead of the need. Nevertheless, we continue to place a priority on roads.
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The replacement of the culvert in area 4 was projected to cost more than $70,000.00. As a
result, Lake Manager Brian Mellor is exploring the possibility of an engineering firm resurfacing
the inside of the culvert rather than replacing the entire culvert.
The entry roads to Area 9 and Area 3 have been problematic. They have historically washed out.
Concrete may be a solution and is cheaper than the asphalt at today’s prices. Brian is going to
try to correct these roads this year.
Speaking of concrete, we are hopeful the area surrounding the dumpster will have a slab
installed on either side, making the area somewhat easier to move upon and easier to clean. It
is believed the cats have no objection.
The spillways for the ponds and the lake are in need of repair. The highest priority among these
spillways is the main spillway. It is functioning well but the inspector recommends that cracks
be addressed now before they become an issue.
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Capital projects can change, considering infrastructure is nearly 50 years old. Life has a way of
changing your plans, and we have to be careful to assign resources to the most critical areas
when repairs are needed.
Completed projects:

Guard rails along the dam were replaced. They are much stronger than the ones that were
replaced but please don’t test them.
Tornado sirens were installed and in working order. You can sleep safer now, except when they
are being tested.
Brian and staff worked to reshape road surfaces and drain wet spots under the roads in order to
prolong the time resurfacing is effective. This will be an ongoing endeavor. In addition, roads
were chip and sealed. We are in negotiations with the company over the areas that were not to
our satisfaction.
Thank you:
Recognizing that nothing gets done here without the hard work and skills of our staff and
volunteers, the board wants to thank them. We look forward to working with you in 2016 to
make Lake Buckhorn the special place that it is.
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General Boating Safety:

LAKE BUCKHORN BOATERS ARE SUBJECT TO ALL RULES OF THE STATE OF OHIO, DEPARTMENT
OF NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION OF WATERCRAFT
• NO person shall operate or permit operation of a vessel in an
unsafe manner.
Unsafe operation includes:
• Operating at a speed or proximity to a vessel or person being
towed so as to require either vessel to swerve to avoid collision;
• Operating less than two hundred (200) feet behind a water skier or
tuber;
• Weaving through congested traffic.
• No person born on or after January 1, 1982, shall operate a power craft powered by
more than ten (10) horsepower unless the operator has received a certificate for
successful completion of either of the following: A boating course approved by the
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) or a proficiency
examination approved by the Ohio Division of Watercraft
• NO person shall operate a power-craft at a speed greater than idle speed or at a speed
that creates a wake from sunset to sunrise.
• Power craft operating in the designated speed and ski zones shall travel in a
counterclockwise direction with the shoreline on the starboard (right) side of the power
craft.
• ALL power craft operating at a speed greater than idle speed shall maintain a distance
of forty (40) feet from the shore or any designated no-wake zones.
• Swimming from watercraft shall be permitted only in designated no-wake zones.
• A “wake” as used in this rule shall be defined as a track left by a watercraft in the water
causing waves or swells.
• NO power craft shall tow more than two (2) skiers, ski tubes, or other approved
towable devices
• Always use a spotter when towing someone behind the boat

In general, use common sense and BE ALERT ON THE WATER FOR OTHER
BOATERS, TOWED PERSONS AND DOWNED SKIERS!
General Road Safety:

We’ve witnessed some pretty scary accidents involving recreational vehicles over the years.
Please be sure all drivers and passengers are aware of the rules and operate in a safe manner. In
general, any small engine vehicles, considered as a recreational type vehicle (golf carts, gators,
motor cycles, 4 wheelers, etc.), are subject to the same laws as ALL other vehicles in the state of
Ohio.
• Have your little ones wear helmets.
• Drive carefully. Follow the speed limit signs and be aware of your surroundings.
(Children, walkers, joggers, bicycles, golf carts, etc.)
For a list of all of Lake Buckhorn Rules and Regulations, please refer to our website under the
Lake Info tab: Rules, Regulations & Forms (http://lakebuckhorn.info/lakeinfo.html).
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Message from the LBPOA Board Treasurer, Judd Schuler
The 2015-2016 fiscal year was a good year for the LBPOA! Our expenses were down
considerably, and we have many people to thank for that. Mother Nature blessed us with a mild
winter, Brian worked his magic with a Spartan crew, and low gas prices helped as well. As of
March 31st, we had $257,087 in assets (checking/savings accounts), although as much as
$70,000 of that is reserved until Brian’s negotiation with the road contractor is complete.
While this amount is much, much better than where we were only a few short years ago, keep in
mind that we have many known capital investment needs (roads, equipment, etc.), as well as
unforeseen needs we have to plan for. Brian and the LBPOA board have a solid plan for
improving the overall road conditions over the next few years, but it will require a significant
amount of money.
We want you to know that the board is making sure that the increased assessments over the
last few years are being managed wisely – and just consider that we (on average) are paying less
than $60 per month to enjoy all of the beauty and amenities of Lake Buckhorn!

Important Update on Natural Gas
NATURAL GAS IS COMING TO LAKE BUCKHORN!
A crowded Lakeview Hall greeted representatives from Utility Pipeline Ltd, who organized an
informational meeting for property owners on April 9, 2016. It was estimated that more than 150
were in attendance.
Officials announced that sufficient responses were received expressing interest in converting to
natural gas. This was determined from surveys that residents had completed and returned to
Utility Pipeline Ltd.
As a result of the positive response, Utility Pipeline Ltd will proceed with its goal to supply natural
gas to Lake Buckhorn property owners.
Site inspections are already in progress to determine how best to proceed with laying pipe, which
may begin in the next few months. Pipe will be laid on Buckhorn Drive first, followed by connecting
streets in the order of greatest efficiency. Some residents may have natural gas service by the
2016 - 2017 heating season, if all goes well.
More details will be available once necessary easements have been secured to enter the
community on the eastern and western borders. Cost estimates can then be finalized and shared
with property owners as they become available in the coming weeks.
Property owners who have sent in a survey will receive written notice of the exact cost of the tapin to connect at the street. This will be at a special introductory rate, which Utility Pipeline Ltd can
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offer while working in the area. Later tap-in will not be at this same rate. The tap-in fee will be
due near the time that service becomes available to a specific property owner.

Officials noted that a preliminary estimated tap-in cost might be about $2,000, but steps are being
taken to try to reduce this even further. This will become more accurate once more details are
firmed up and all surveys have been submitted.
There will also be a $25 Membership fee to join the Knox Energy Cooperative Association Inc., the
cooperative that has Utility Pipeline Ltd. manage its operations. Those completing a survey will
receive by return mail a Membership Application, amount of the tie-in fee and instructions.
Are you interested in converting to natural gas but missed the opportunity to complete a survey?
It is not too late! Utility Pipeline Ltd needs your completed survey now, as it begins making
important decisions about where and when to install lines. Contact the Lake Buckhorn office to
obtain a survey and completion instructions. Utility Pipeline Ltd cannot contact you if you have
not completed a survey, due to our Bylaws restrictions.
Questions or concerns may be directed to Jessica Coleman, Sales and Marketing Administrator at
Utility Pipeline Ltd, toll-free at 888-863-0032 extension 328.
By the way, this is such a bargain that Lake Buckhorn will be converting to natural gas, too!
Thanks to Judd Schuler, Brian Mellor and others who have worked hard to make this a reality.
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Update on 4th of July Fireworks
Fireworks 2016

The second annual Lake Buckhorn fireworks display is scheduled for July 3rd. A rain date of July
4th has been set, but we won’t need it!
This event is fully insured and is conducted by trained professionals. An inspector is also on
hand before the display to ensure safety.
Please recall that Lake Buckhorn does not pay for these fireworks from the budget. The cost is
covered through fund raisers and contributions. Please give generously and let’s make this
year’s display a special one.
Thank you to Chuck Sweeney, Brian Mellor, Mike Vakos, Matt Vedrin and everyone else who
gives of their time and money to provide such a wonderful community celebration.
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Community News, Nancy Miller
Good People Live in Lake Buckhorn!
Over the weekend of March 12, I pulled a bone head move and left a lock with all
of my keys on the bumper of my buddy’s truck. He left and my lock with the key
still in it fell off somewhere between Zurich Dr. and Matterhorn Dr. Somebody
(who I would really like to thank personally) found them on the road and went out
of their way to take them to the office and put them in the envelope drop. This
act of kindness saved me a ton of time and money. Whoever did this I am very
grateful and proud to say I live in a great community of people.
Thank you,
Jason Shultz

Easter Egg Hunt 2016
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Around the Horn Recipe Corner:
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Communications Committee - John Archer, Mike
Vakos, Nancy Miller, Arnold Oliver

For you social media users, please visit and promote our Lake Buckhorn POA Facebook
page. Please check it out and “Like” us. This is another great place to get updates, view
pictures and communicate with members. As of April 2016, we reached another social
media milestone by getting 400+ page “Likes”. We are currently at 413 page likes. Let’s
hit our next milestone of 500!
Our Facebook web address is: https://www.facebook.com/LakeBuckhornPoa

Share the beauty of Lake Buckhorn
Several members have captured pictures of the beautiful nature at Lake Buckhorn. We
would like to share these images with other members online. If you capture a great
photo, please feel free to share it on our Facebook page.

Be sure to visit our new designed website for more information:
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The email address for the lake office is staff@lakebuckhorn.info.
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Upcoming Events:

Welcome New Members
SCHLABACH, RYAN & TRACY, LOT#1362,1363
HEARN, JOHN & LURRIE, HOME#78,79,80,81
EPPLEY, RUDY, HOME#1002,1003,1004,1005
RICCI, VICKIE, LOT#691,692,693,694,695,696
KREISHER, CHARLES, HOME#1623,1624,1625
BAKER, DUSTIN, LOT#1100
WENGARD, DAVE, HOME#84,85
JOHNSTON, DOUG, HOME#64,65,66
TROYER, CUYLER, HOME#861,862,863,864
NORRIS, DICK, LOT#510

•

Annual Meeting – Sunday, May 1st @
2:00pm at Lakeview Hall

•

Chicken BBQ – Saturday, May 28th @ 11am

•

Poker Run – Saturday, July 2nd

•

4th of July Fireworks – Sunday, July 3rd at
dusk

Welcome to the best kept secret in Ohio!!
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