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Get ready for summer 2015 at Lake Buckhorn!
Lake Manager update, Brian Mellor
We are excited to get this winter behind us!
The Lake Buckhorn maintenance staff has
been working very hard over the cold, snowy
winter to maintain lake property, especially
the damage caused to our roads from the
severe weather.
Speaking of road repair, as many of you know
we had a new contractor chip and seal
sections of the lake roads last fall. There was
a problem with the type of gravel used, which caused excess dirt, dust and in general, a
less than acceptable job. We have held back half of the project cost and are in the
process of working with the contractor to see how they will make it right. We should
have more information by the time of the Annual Meeting.
The lake is almost full and we are looking forward to summer. Please review some of
the rules and regulations below so everyone will all have a safe and enjoyable season at
the lake.

General Boating Safety:

LAKE BUCKHORN BOATERS ARE SUBJECT TO ALL RULES OF THE STATE OF OHIO, DEPARTMENT
OF NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION OF WATERCRAFT
 NO person shall operate or permit operation of a vessel in an
unsafe manner.
Unsafe operation includes:
 Operating at a speed or proximity to a vessel or person being
towed so as to require either vessel to swerve to avoid collision;
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Operating less than two hundred (200) feet behind a water skier or tuber;
Weaving through congested traffic.
No person born on or after January 1, 1982, shall operate a power craft powered by
more than ten (10) horsepower unless the operator has received a certificate for
successful completion of either of the following: A boating course approved by the
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) or a proficiency
examination approved by the Ohio Division of Watercraft
NO person shall operate a power-craft at a speed greater than idle speed or at a speed
that creates a wake from sunset to sunrise.
Power craft operating in the designated speed and ski zones shall travel in a
counterclockwise direction with the shoreline on the starboard (right) side of the power
craft.
ALL power craft operating at a speed greater than idle speed shall maintain a distance
of forty (40) feet from the shore or any designated no-wake zones.
Swimming from watercraft shall be permitted only in designated no-wake zones.
A “wake” as used in this rule shall be defined as a track left by a watercraft in the water
causing waves or swells.
NO power craft shall tow more than two (2) skiers, ski tubes, or other approved
towable devices
Always use a spotter when towing someone behind the boat

In general, use common sense and BE ALERT ON THE WATER FOR OTHER
BOATERS, TOWED PERSONS AND DOWNED SKIERS!
General Road Safety:

We’ve witnessed some pretty scary accidents involving recreational vehicles over the years.
Please be sure all drivers and passengers are aware of the rules and operate in a safe manner. In
general, any small engine vehicles, considered as a recreational type vehicle (golf carts, gators,
motor cycles, 4 wheelers, etc.), are subject to the same laws as ALL other vehicles in the state of
Ohio.
 Have your little ones wear helmets.
 Drive carefully. Follow the speed limit signs and be aware of your surrounds. (Children,
walkers, joggers, bicycles, golf carts, etc.)
For a list of all of Lake Buckhorn Rules and Regulations, please refer to our website under the
Lake Info tab: Rules, Regulations & Forms (http://lakebuckhorn.info/lakeinfo.html).
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Message from the LBPOA Board President – Dan Jackson
LBPOA Priorities for the New Year
March is the beginning of the new year for the board. This year, the board welcomes
Justin Garver (‘Scrap’), with myself and Matt Vedrin reelected. As a group, we have
determined that some of our goals for the year include:
1. Prioritizing capital projects: Apart from our number one capital project, road
improvement, we are reviewing several other top three capital improvement projects
for the year: 1) culvert replacement on Buckhorn Road near Area 4 (approximately
$35-$40,000, 2) the dam guard rail (estimate pending), and 3) improving/replacing
the north pond spillways (estimate pending). We are also reviewing the cost and
need for one to two tornado sirens to be installed at the lake – thanks to the
assistance of Arnie Oliver, the lake is able to use federal grant funds to purchase and
install the sirens at a fraction of the actual cost. The township has agreed to maintain
the sirens (at no cost to LBPOA), and the fire department has agreed to help pay for
one of the sirens. The cost of the first siren is $3500; the cost of the second siren is
$8500 (more for the second siren since the fire department is helping to pay for the
first one).
2. Road maintenance: Brian is in the process of getting a quote from two contractors on
a 5-year rotating plan to chip and seal the entire 18 miles of LBPOA roads. It is
interesting to note that the cost of chip and seal is approximately $16,000 per mile; the
cost to asphalt pave a 22’ wide road is $108,000 per mile!!
3. Revenue enhancement and expense control: We continue to seek out ways to
increase revenue to cover investments in capital improvements and road maintenance
through the use of selective timber harvest and lot sales, if possible, under strict
guidelines. Historically, the board has not sold lots except for rare occasions. However,
we do receive multiple inquiries each year, and we were able to sell one lot last year for
$20,000. Revenues will be used to keep fees at an acceptable rate while also being
invested in critical capital improvements. At the same time, we will continue to review
all expense items to ensure the most efficient use of LBPOA funds.
4. Safety and Security: We will continue to use security patrols, including some patrols
on the lake, to monitor unsafe and questionable activities. We do not desire the patrols
to be heavy handed in their approach. We do agree with some members that the simple
presence of the patrols helps to mitigate problem behaviors.
5. 4th of July Fireworks: See article below on the plan for this year’s fireworks.
It is not always easy to be a board member. As board president, I would like to thank my
fellow board members for their time, commitment, and energy.
If you have suggestions, please send them to the LBPOA email. We will be happy to
address your ideas and incorporate suggestions into our work when possible.
On behalf of the board, please have a wonderful season at the lake.
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Message from the LBPOA Board Treasurer, Judd Schuler
At the end of our fiscal year (March 31st), we had an ending cash balance of over
$146,000, which was great. However, approximately $36,000 of this amount will be paid
when our road contractor completes the chip and seal project from last year, leaving a
balance of approximately $110,000. On the positive side, we generated $20,000 more in
initiation fees last year than budgeted; we also were able to sell one LBPOA lot for
$20,000. We purchased a $38,000 skid loader which has helped Brian and crew with the
maintenance of the lake.
Conversely, we had some expenses that exceeded the budget, such as road maintenance
and the unbudgeted skid loader purchase, which exceeded the expense budget by
$25,000. After taking into account the $36,000 we have committed to spend, the net
increase in funds from last year is $15,000. While this is good, we would like to have a
surplus in the $30,000 - $60,000 range in order to build capital reserves. Rest assured
that we will continue to monitor our finances closely to maintain this great community.
Have a great summer at the lake!

Important Update on Natural Gas
As you know, LBPOA signed an agreement with Consumers Gas Cooperative to supply
natural gas to Lake Buckhorn. The agreement was signed on October 29th. We thought
the project would have started by now, but the Cooperative has several higher priority
projects in the works. Unfortunately, we cannot get them to pinpoint a start date for
us, only that we are ‘third on the list’. Check the Lake Buckhorn website for updates.
Thank you for your patience and understanding!

Update on 4th of July Fireworks
Fireworks displays have been enjoyed by our members for many years. In the past,
these events were completely private affairs. Understandably, there were many
requests for the board to endorse and help subsidize the displays. However, the
attorneys and insurance company for the lake were clear that any involvement by the
board in an unlicensed and uninsured display opened each member to claims for
damages.
Because the events are so popular and members have seen fit to fully financially support
the displays through fund raising, the board has agreed to arrange for a licensed display
this year so that it can be fully insured. Some questions about the first Lake Buckhorn
July Fireworks Display are answered below:
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1. What day will the fireworks display take place? July 3rd is the planned date. The rain
date will be July 10th.
2. Where will the display take place? The site for the fireworks will be the middle of the
dam. Buckhorn drive in that area will be closed for the a few hours before and after the
show. This site was selected as the safest by the company contracted for the event.
3. How will the display be paid for? Our association budget is tight. There are many needs
that require all of our budgetary resources. The board did not feel comfortable using
assessments to provide a fireworks display. Despite the obvious popularity of the event, our
association does not have the financial resources to take on the responsibility for the event.
Thankfully, fund raising has shown that members are willing to support the event financially.
There have been two pancake sausage breakfasts that raised approximately $1600.00 so far.
Like in 2014, there will be a fund raising web site before the event so please contribute
generously.
4. Is there a budget line item for the fireworks from assessments? There is no budget line
item for the fireworks. However, like other fundraising events, the board does support lakewide fund raising events and allow the gross proceeds of the event to go to the stated
purpose. Each year, there is a lake event line with a $3,000.00 budget. This is the budget
line that pays for events such as chicken barbeques, pancake breakfasts, Easter egg hunts,
and Halloween parties.
5. Will this display be licensed and insured? Yes, this was the advantage of the board
endorsing the display. We were then able to ensure the display is legal and eligible for being
licensed and insured. The other advantage is that fund raising for the event can be
undertaken by our community without fear of liability associated with an unlicensed display.
We hope that you will enjoy the first Lake Buckhorn Fireworks Display. Please watch for the
fund raising web site and show your support for the event.
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Community News, Nancy Miller
A shout out to John Adams in January for earning financial adviser
award of the year to Northwestern Mutual Financial Network! John
has been with this group since 1987 as Wealth Management advisor.
Cat’s Meow Condos of Lake Buckhorn sure appreciate John Tilton
and all who donate to their well-being. A big thanks to all! Don't
forget us this summer they say. Meow is their thanks...
Lake Member Chris Steiner, her daughter and grandson were part of Dr. Hart's medical
mission trip to Nicaragua March 14th-21st. She told me each day she and a teen girl
named Annie would record the measurements and weight of people to make sure they
received or were receiving the correct portion of medication from the pharmacy. In
evenings they would count and restock the pharmacy. Chris also entertained the kids by
making animals and such out of balloons, which was a novelty to them. They did this for
4 days, then the mission group of 25 went sightseeing for one day, plus the travel to and
from Nicaragua. This is Dr. Hart's 5th year for the mission. What an experience to be
part of this group effort on behalf of less fortunate people!

Meet your Neighbors:
North....Bob and Bonnie Lessing on Ruswil Log Cabin Row....
Bob & Bonnie built their Log Home in 2005 and decided to live here permanently after
retiring in 2014. They are from Grafton, Ohio, were Parma HS Sweethearts (and still are).
Bob is a retired lawyer, Bonnie is a CPA. They have two sons, one in California and one
in Middleburg Heights, and 4 Grandchildren (two each). They chose Lake Buckhorn after
driving around other lakes like Atwood, etc.; ours had the amenities they liked, wildlife,
houses not on top on each other, and liked what they saw. Purchased the lots in
2001. They created a certified Wildlife Park on their grounds, complete with a sign
from National Wildlife. They even have a white squirrel.........
Both are adjusting to the pace of Lake Buckhorn and like walking, jogging, canoeing and
an active lifestyle. Bob is part of the Green/Blue founding fisherman, best friends club in
its 30th year. Bob is also interested in organizing a volunteer cleanup crew to help with
roadside litter around Lake Buckhorn. Kind of like the ‘Adopt-A-Mile’ program for public
roads. Look for more information on the website and/or through the office..........
Welcome to our Community.

9

Spring Issue 2015 – Volume 3, Issue 1

Around the Horn

South... Rod, Becky and Alex Starr. Buckhorn Dr. near the dam. Rod is originally from
Wooster. Becky from Killbuck. Alex is 18 - graduating from West Holmes next
month.......College is in her forecast for the fall. She's a star......for sure with W. Holmes
Basketball team. Rod and Becky are owner/operators of Starr Brite Car Washes and
Quick Lube.........AND we all need our cars washed once in a while........or often. Becky
bought her first house at Lake Buckhorn in May of 1994. Met Rod.....rest is
history.....moved across the lake then built their current home in May of 1999.
They love living on the water and watching the seasons change. Becky can't believe it's
been over 20 years already. They are definitely settled in here as part of our
community. Killbuck Methodist is their home base church.
East... Del and Dee Stalter. Lucerne Dr. Moved here in 2007, after having worked on the
home they purchased before moving in. Del told me they have had lots here since the
70's and always enjoyed coming here to be near the water. They have two daughters
and 7 Grandchildren. Owners of Twin Springs Park on 83 from 1995 to present. Del
enjoyed being on the board for a short duration. Enjoys fishing. Both are active in
Gateway Fellowship, have travel plans to Helen, Georgia this spring. Very much into
health benefit items and cardiovascular health. An asset to our community in helping
others.
West... Mary Hipp W. Buckhorn Mary purchased lots and built a new home, which she
moved into December 2012. She is from Millersburg and has 2 children Julie is an RN at
Sycamore Run nursing facility John is 17, a junior at West Holmes HS. He is on the tennis
and soccer teams. Mary is retired; she taught English in China, Saudi Arabia, and
Germany. Volunteers at the Berlin Library and Love, Inc. with me (as does Chris
Steiner). Mary always liked water, boating, rural areas, wildlife, but still wanted to have
neighbors. She adopted a daughter from China in 1986, one of the very first to be
adopted from China. Millersburg Mennonite Church is her home base church.
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STARRY TRAILS - HIGHLIGHTS
Welcome to Starry Trails, a great way to explore the night sky as it appears
from your very own backyard! As we head through the second half of spring, we
have a stunning variety of planets to enjoy. Remember the sunsets later at this
time of year. First stop, face west or direction of the sunset. The brilliant object
that catches your eye is the planet, Venus. Continue looking up, almost overhead, to another brilliant
object, the planet Jupiter. From May through June, Jupiter will close the gap on Venus until these two
dazzling planets put on a show in the western sky on June 30th!!
Now turn to the right or north. The Big Dipper is high overheard pouring out its water like the spring
rains. Take the two stars at the end of the cup and draw an imaginary line to the next bright star the North
Star, which is the first star in the handle of the Little Dipper. Arc off the handle of the Big Dipper to a bright
star called Arcturus.
Let’s turn right or direction east. Low in the southeast you will spot a red-orange star called Antares,
which is the heart of the constellation Scorpio. Up and to the right of Antares will be a golden colored
object, the planet Saturn!
For a full night sky adventure including audio tour and illustrations, visit www.starrytrails.com.
Feel free to drop me an email if you would like to be notified when I will be out with my telescope or just
enjoying the night sky! suzieastro@yahoo.com

Clear skies, Suzie Dills
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Around the Horn Recipe Corner:

No-Bake Cheesecake Flag Cake

Rated:
Submitted By: Chef John
Photo By: Chef John
Prep Time: 30

Minutes

Ready In: 3

Hours 30 Minutes
Servings: 12

"This no-bake cheesecake has a light texture that's less dense than baked cheesecake. The filling stars cream cheese, rich
mascarpone cheese, and fresh whipped cream, which you'll combine and spread over a homemade chocolate graham cracker
crust. Make the stars and stripes with fresh strawberries and blueberries. It's so easy!"
INGREDIENTS:
Crust:
1 1/2 cups finely crushed graham
cracker crumbs
1/4 cup white sugar
2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa
powder
6 tablespoons butter, melted
Filling:
1 cup cream cheese at room temperature
1 cup mascarpone cheese at room temp

2 teaspoons grated lemon zest
2 teaspoons lemon juice
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/3 cup white sugar
1 1/4 cups cold heavy whipping cream
20 large fresh strawberries, hulled and
halved lengthwise, or as needed
24 large fresh blueberries, or as needed

DIRECTIONS:
1. Combine graham cracker crumbs, 1/4 cup sugar, cocoa powder, and melted butter in a bowl until mixture is thoroughly
combined and crumbly.
2. Transfer crust mixture to a 9x11-inch baking dish. Press crust into bottom of dish until smooth and even. Cover dish with
plastic wrap and refrigerate until set, about 30 minutes.
3. Mix cream cheese and mascarpone cheese in a bowl until thoroughly combined. Stir in lemon zest, lemon juice, and vanilla
extract into mixture.
4. Whisk 1/3 cup sugar into whipping cream in a separate metal or glass bowl until the cream is fluffy and forms soft peaks. Add
whipped cream to the cream cheese mixture and gently whisk until filling is soft, fluffy, and well combined.
5. Spoon filling on top of the graham cracker crust, spreading and smoothing the top. Tap the pan gently on a work surface
several times to settle the crust and filling. Cover pan tightly with plastic wrap and refrigerate until chilled and set, at least 3
hours.
6. Starting at the bottom long edge of the cake, arrange strawberry halves in a horizontal line with the pointed bottoms of the
strawberry halves pointing to the right. Start a second stripe of strawberry halves at the top right of the cake, arranging
strawberries with the bottoms pointing right in a line stretching about 2/3 of the length of the cake.
7. Continue to make strawberry stripes, starting about 3/4 inch up from the bottom stripe and laying down 3 more stripes
stretching the full length of the cake. Make 1 more line of strawberries beneath the short stripe to leave a square space for the
blue field of stars.
8. Lay a line of blueberries with the blossom ends pointing up in the upper left square space. Continue to lay down blueberries in
lines, berries touching the previous line, until the square is filled with blueberries. Cut cake into squares to serve.

14

Spring Issue 2015 – Volume 3, Issue 1

Around the Horn

Communications Committee - John Archer, Mike
Vakos, Nancy Miller, Arnold Oliver

For you social media users, please visit and promote our Lake Buckhorn POA Facebook
page. Please check it out and “Like” us. This is another great place to get updates, view
pictures and communicate with members. As of April 2015, we reached another social
media milestone by getting 300+ page “Likes”. We are currently at 316 page likes. Let’s
hit our next milestone of 500!
Our Facebook web address is: https://www.facebook.com/LakeBuckhornPoa

Share the beauty of Lake Buckhorn
Several members have captured pictures of the beautiful nature at Lake Buckhorn. We
would like to share these images with other members online. If you capture a great
photo, please feel free to share it on our Facebook page.
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Be sure to visit our new designed website for more information:

The email address for the lake office is staff@lakebuckhorn.info.
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Millersburg, OH 44654

Welcome New Members

Upcoming Events:

DAVID & LORIE RODGERS, LOT#922,923,924
DAVE CROFT CONSTRUCTION, LLC, LOT #296

Annual Meeting – Sunday, May 3 @ 2:00
Lakeview Hall

JULIE LYTLE, HOME #828,829,830,831

Chicken BBQ –

Saturday, May 23 @ 11am – 1pm
Main Pavilion

TERESA GREEN & ROBERT ICKES LOT#
1110,1111,1112,1113
JEREMY & KELLY WEISS, HOME #774,775,776

Welcome to the best kept secret in Ohio!!

17

